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HENRY KISSINGER, RAGNAR REDBREARD, & THE
IMPLICATIONS OF AMERICAN MORALITY
Austin Hart
In 1951, Henry Kissinger wrote his undergraduate thesis, The Meaning of
History, in which he argued that moral law “reveals a life independent on
animality and even the entire world of sense,” (Kissinger 277). In other
words, Henry advocated for a unique brand of moral indeterminacy. For
Kissinger, one’s morality could only be viewed through their actions, and to
act only the basis of morality would exempt oneself from ever living freely.
This freedom from morals would become the guiding principles which Henry
would live by. It would allow him to demonize detente policy in 1957, when
he advocated for the use of tactical nuclear destruction (Kissinger 1957). It
would allow him to sabotage peace talks in 1968, prolonging the Vietnam
War by 7 years, so that he could get a political position with an administration
he would not even vote for (Langguth 523). It would allow him to order the
invasion of Cambodia, a neutral territory, that would kill hundreds of
thousands of civilians (Tyner 2017). Henry Kissinger was perhaps the ultimate
practitioner of moral calculus, and his freedom from humanity made him a
monster of an unthinkable scale. Yet, his policy making has still rendered him
a legend among politicians. He’s remained relevant in the modern political
landscape, where old critics of his work like Hillary Clinton now laud him as
the most brilliant among foreign policy makers. His lasting impact has set a
precedent in American foreign policy such that the cost of civilian casualties
and peace is secondary to the execution of perceived threats to freedom.
Henry Kissinger is among the most detestable influences of
American exceptionalism that exists today, but he is not original in his moral
flexibility. To truly understand the depths of moral depravity, take Arthur
Desmond as a glowing lesson in the dangers of masculine aggression. In
1890, Desmond published Survival of the Fittest (now known as Might is Right)
under the pseudonym Ragnar Redbeard. In his manifesto, Desmond
essentially argues the same point as Kissinger, saying, “Blessed are they who
believe in Nothing — never shall it terrorize their minds,” (Redbeard 30).
Desmond believed that religious and governed morality was holding humanity
back from its natural equilibrium. In his eyes, to act morally was to defy
freedom and embrace weakness. Arthur Desmond was many things: a poet,
an atheist, a cannibal, a biological determinist, a nazi, and one of the most
racist, sexist, absolutely vile humans that ever crossed the Earth. Might is Right
is a symbol among right wing extremism; held up among other manifestos
like The Protocols of The Elders of Zion, it has inspired countless hate crimes
including the Gilroy Garlic Festival shooting where 3 people were murdered.
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But if the shooter, Santino William Legan, was only acting out of the
preservation of freedom-if he was only preserving his view of American
individualism-then by what right are we able to judge him? By what right, are
we as a society able to look at the actions of the American government and
say that the same actions in the individual are unjustified? Because that’s evil.
It is objectively, unquestionably evil.
Santino William Legan was shot dead by the police. Had he lived to
face justice he would have deserved the fullest possible punishment in the
name of the law. Yet his character was wholly American. Time and time
again, our criminal justice system has chosen to excuse the murder of Black
people at the hands of the police on the basis that they were protecting
themselves-that they were acting out of freedom. It did so with Trayvon
Martin, Philando Castille, Breanna Taylor, Aura Rosser, and countless others.
Our government is actively choosing to uphold order-to maintain the status
quo-instead of providing justice.
American individualism has a long, treacherous history that created
the myth that the right to oneself is greater than the right to the collective.
Our dependence on capitalism has allowed for a singular mindset in which
corporations, politicians, police officers, and every callous, warm-blooded
patriot values their interests above morality. As Kissinger would put it,
“freedom and necessity cannot be reconciled except by an inward
experience,” (Meaney 2020). Tracing back the dangers of the American dream
is tantamount to recounting the history of America. It was entrenched into
the founding of our society, and it remains so today. Spanning a multitude of
social issues, in almost every narrative surrounding a solution, from pollution
to sexual assault, personal responsibility will play a major role in excusing
wrong doing. It’s no wonder then, that this skewed moral view of society
should perpetuate the patriarchy.
Patriarchal norms have been dramatically worsened by American
individualism. The narratives over consent, fashion, and intoxication have all
been framed under the umbrella of personal decision making in order to
justify rape. Take Brock Turner as an infamous example of this in practice;
when he raped an unconscious Chanel Miller, the blame was not placed on
the rapist but rather the “drunk girl at the party,” (Brockes 2019). The media
exacerbates rape culture in its view of women as “police, attorneys, and
judges are often skeptical of rape victims,” and wrongful portrayals of
intoxication, personal garb, and promiscuity only plays into the miscarriage of
justice (Thacker 94). The patriarchy has benefited from the distorted belief
that everyone’s morality is solely determined by their actions, yet the
individual is often not the one framing their actions. Thus, one’s morality is
determined by the priorities of the culture, and in a culture that values women
and people of color below white men, one’s morality will solely be
determined by their social status. If feminism is to be prevail over centuries of
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ingrained, backwards moral philosophy, it needs to redefine what morality
constitutes. Feminists cannot be idle and wait for women to “shatter the glass
ceiling.” Waiting on the individual to cause endemic change will only further
the inequality and bigotry that has forsaken them. To truly reform American
society, we must break it down at its most essential levels; from local courts to
the executive branch, the leaders that guide us need to reexamine the price of
freedom. It is not worth our humanity.
Arthur Desmond is an easy character from history to pick on. He is a
disillusioned Nazi lunatic who calls himself Ragnar and pretends that women
are slaves to his subjugation. It is easy to look at him and his followers as the
radical fringes of American society-outliers and nothing more. But the truth is
that they are representative of a lot more of America than we care to admit.
The only thing that separates them from men like Henry Kissinger is the
framing through which their story is told. The bootstraps myth of what
makes the American dream real is dangerous, and we need collective action if
the people hope to see systemic change in our governing bodies.
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